
Implementation information sheet:  
Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories (in social sciences)

Aotearoa New Zealand’s  
histories curriculum content
In September 2019 the Government announced Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s histories would be taught in all schools 
and kura from 2022. This is part of a wider refresh of our 
national curriculum to ensure it is fit for purpose now and 
in the future – and supports the language, identity, culture, 
and wellbeing of all students in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Leaders and teachers will be supported to engage with 
the new curriculum content, including the Understand, 
Know, Do structure and the progressions model. This 
implementation information sheet outlines some of the 
resources available and ideas for where to start.

Connecting with whānau, other 
community groups, iwi, and hapū
Many schools and Kāhui Ako have already formed 
meaningful relationships with their local iwi, hapū and 
whānau members. The Ministry has started to engage  
with some iwi across Aotearoa to identify their important 
local Māori critical histories, and the way they would like  
to engage with schools and Kāhui Ako in their takiwā.  
This work will continue over time.

Other organisations are also supporting this curriculum 
implementation – galleries, libraries, archives, and museums 
have resources available.

Some definitions:
The Understand, Know, Do structure includes:

Understand – the big ideas

Know – rich contexts for exploring the big ideas

Do – practices that bring rigour to learning

The content is structured this way to help teachers design 
learning experiences that weave these elements together so 
that student learning is deep and meaningful. They are not 
sequential, rather students deepen their understanding of 
the big ideas as they explore the context using the critical 
inquiry practices.

The progressions model refers to the progress outcomes 
used in the content. It phases the learning so that progress 
is more easily seen and can be observed. Progress can be 
seen across four phases (years 1-3, 4-6, 7-8 and 9-10).

What supports for Aotearoa  
New Zealand’s histories will  
be available and when?
From Term 4 2021, there will be multiple regional 
opportunities for teachers and leaders to engage  
with the Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories curriculum  
content and resources. 

This will include activities such as:

• support in using the Poutama (a self-review readiness 
tool) in the leading local curriculum guides for  
Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories (on next page)

• providing local support to learn more about the  
resources as they are released

Mid 2021 Final curriculum content live 
(Oct 2021) 2022 and beyond

Resources that help build 
knowledge:

• First Leading Local Curriculum 
guide (ANZH)

• ANZH books for school libraries

• School journal content and 
teacher support materials

• Social Sciences Online resources

• RNZ podcast and web series 
season 1 - The Aotearoa  
History Show

Teaching and leadership resources:

• Updated first and new second 
Leading Local Curriculum  
guides (ANZH)

• Sets of classroom support 
materials and teacher guidance

• Examples of Aotearoa  
New Zealand’s histories in action 

• Professional learning  
opportunities e.g. webinars

Ongoing releases of additional 
resources:

• Digital New Zealand map of 
regional resources

• ‘Connected series’: culture  
and history

• Ongoing professional learning 
opportunities 

• RNZ podcast and web series 
season 2 - The Aotearoa  
History Show

• An iwi history in English and  
te reo Māori

• ANZH School Kit: Something 
happened here

Professional Learning & Support Networks Resources available from...

Curriculum Leads 

Teachers can get support  
from their locally based 
Curriculum Leads.

Connect via your regional  

Ministry of Education office.

Regionally Allocated  
Professional Learning

Underpinned by a set of  
national priorities

Local Curriculum Design,  
Cultural Capability, Assessment 
for Learning (English medium), 
Digital Fluency

Application deadlines can  

be found here

Networks of Expertise 
(Peer-to-Peer Support)

New Zealand History Teachers’ 
Association, Aotearoa Social 
Science Educators Network, 
Aotearoa New Zealand 
Association of Art Educators

Contact the Networks of Expertise 
for support or to find out about 
upcoming PLD opportunities.

Contact details can be found here

Want to know more? 

AotearoaNewZealandHistories@education.govt.nz 

www.education.govt.nz/AotearoaNZhistories and Social Sciences Online - eZSSOL (tki.org.nz)
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We are getting started, as we:

• identify what we already know 
about Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories and who our experts are

• improve knowledge of te reo and 
mātauranga Māori

• know and connect with local 
whānau, hapū, and iwi

• connect with community 
networks to help us explore the 
historical significance of local 
places and people

• understand the what, why, when, 
and how of including Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s histories in the 
social sciences learning area.

Stage One

Stage Two

Stage Three

Stage Four

We are implementing 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories, as we: 

• use it to design our  
local curriculum

• support ongoing professional 
growth of our people

• collaborate with students, 
parents, whānau, hapū, iwi,  
and communities to refresh  
our social sciences programme  
and implement Aotearoa  
New Zealand’s histories

• reflect New Zealand’s bicultural 
heritage and use mātauranga 
Māori sources

• include national and local content 
that is relevant to all members of 
our school community

• use the resources we have 
available – people, cultural 
heritage organisations, and  
local places.

We are embedding and 
sustaining Aotearoa  
New Zealand’s histories,  
as we: 

• use it to review and refine our 
local curriculum

• support ongoing professional 
growth of our people

• grow enduring and reciprocal 
relationships with hapū and iwi

• reflect on our programme 
regularly and collaboratively  
to ensure it continues to meet  
the needs and priorities of  
our community

• offer students rich learning 
experiences across a range  
of contexts

• use learning progressions and 
design assessment systems to 
know and show the development 
of students’ learning and critical 
inquiry skills.

We are developing 
understandings and 
relationships, as we:

• grow awareness of national and 
local histories using a broad range 
of sources and perspectives

• develop our critical inquiry skills

• recognise the links between 
current contexts/events and  
the past

• grow productive and reciprocal 
partnerships for learning between 
our school and whānau, hapū,  
and iwi

• make use of Kāhui Ako / school 
networks to explore mutually 
beneficial opportunities

• take a closer look at the details of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories 
in the social sciences learning area.

Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories Poutama  
(self review readiness tool)

What are the expectations  
for schools implementing 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s  
histories from 2022?
In 2022 all ākonga will start to experience learning  
Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories curriculum content  
as part of their classroom programmes.

Everyone is at a different stage of their implementation 
journey – during 2022 every school is expected to have 

made a start.

A suggested starting place
School leaders can use the Poutama (a self review  
readiness tool) to reflect on where they are now and 
identify their next steps. 

The Poutama shows four stages that leaders can work 
through with teachers to understand, embed and  
sustain Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories learning in  

their local curriculum.

Important things to note
Changes take time. Each school will be starting from a 
different point on their journey towards confidently and 
capably teaching Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories. Take a 
considered approach to this mahi and give it the time and 
attention needed to complete each part of the journey.

The first Leading Local Curriculum guide (ANZH) contains 
suggested actions for stages one and two of the Poutama. 
The second Leading Local Curriculum guide (ANZH) will 
contain suggested actions for stages three and four.

Want to know more? 

AotearoaNewZealandHistories@education.govt.nz 
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