
Hakaraia: Warrior  
Peacemaker
by Mark Derby
School Journal Level 4 
May 2015

Hakaraia Māhika was a gifted 
Waitaha leader and prophet 
who established a Christian 
community at Kenana (Canaan) 
near Te Puke in 1845. During 
the 1840s and 1850s, he helped 
broker peace between warring 
iwi and promoted positive 
relationships between Māori 
and Pākehā. The brutal attack 
of Rangiaowhia by the British 
was a key turning point for 
Hakaraia, and he decided he 
could no longer remain neutral. 
He recruited warriors from the 
East Coast to support Waikato 
iwi, invoking the ire of the 
Crown, and worked with others 
to build Pukehinahina (Gate Pā). 
Hakaraia survived battles at 
Pukehinahina and Te Ranga and 
did not surrender. In 1870, he was 
pursued and murdered by forces 
of the Crown.

The Waitaha people have always lived beside the water. For hundreds of years, 
their rohe was the coastal land south of Tauranga. But in the early nineteenth 
century, Waitaha had to  ee inland to escape warring tribes. They were given shelter 
at Lake Rotorua by their Te Arawa kin. Although this meant they were still by the water, 
it was not their home. The people of Waitaha never stopped thinking about their own 
whenua. And they never stopped hoping that one day they might return.

THE RETURN
One miraculous day in 1836, some visitors arrived on the shores of Lake Rotorua. 
They were from far away to the north. Two of the people were Pākehā – the Reverend 
Thomas Chapman and his wife, Anne. Another of the visitors was a man who looked 
familiar. His whānau thought they were seeing a ghost. This was Māhika, who had 
been taken from his iwi twelve years earlier by the same warriors who had seized 
their land. None of his people ever expected to see Māhika again. But he had survived, 
learnt to read and write at a mission school in Northland, and eventually converted to 
Christianity. Along with his new religion, Māhika had a new name: Hakaraia.

  Hakaraia 
   Warrior  Peacemaker

by Mark Derby

KO WAITAHA 
TE IWI

Ko Otawa te maunga
Ko Te Rapa-rapa-a-hoe te awa

Ko Hei te tipuna
Ko Takakopiri te tangata

Ko Waitaha te iwi
Ko Te Arawa te waka.

The tīpuna of the Waitaha iwi – the chief 
Hei and his son Waitaha – arrived in Aotearoa 
on the waka Te Arawa. As the waka passed 
the entrance of Tauranga Harbour, 
Hei claimed the land for his descendants. 
By the nineteenth century, the Waitaha 
people mainly occupied the land between 
Tauranga Harbour and the Waiari River, 
including the area inland up to the Kaimai 
Ranges. It was a beautiful region with rich 
soil for crops, many birds in the forests, 
and many eels in the rivers. Today Te Puke 
is the main town within the rohe of Waitaha.
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Ngā Pakanga o 
Aotearoa: The  
New Zealand Wars 
by Ross Calman
School Journal Level 4 
November 2014

This article provides an overview  
of the wars fought in New Zealand 
between 1845 and 1872, conflicts 
over two key issues: Who will 
control the country? Who will 
possess the land? Māori were 
forced to defend their lands at 
the same time as meeting the 
demands of everyday life. Despite 
being vastly outnumbered 
and having less access to fire 
power, the collective actions of 
communities coupled with skilled 
and strategic leadership meant 
that Māori often maintained the 
upper hand against British and 
settler-government forces.
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In the nineteenth century, a handful of M ori tribes fought a series 
of wars against the might of the British Empire – the world’s largest 
superpower at the time. Although M ori were eventually defeated, 
the British didn’t always have it their own way. 

by Ross Calman
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Koror reka around 1835 (at the time, 
New Zealand’s largest European settlement)

Beginnings
The New Zealand Wars were fought between 1845 and 

1872. They were about who controlled the country and 

who owned the land. When Europeans arrived, Māori had 

already been in Aotearoa for more than five hundred years. 

New Zealand may have looked wild and uninhabited to the 

first Europeans, but this was misleading. Every part of 

the country was divided among iwi, hapū, and whānau. 

In each place, someone had the right to grow kūmara, 

gather fern-root, take birds or timber, or catch fish.

Organised groups of settlers started arriving in 

New Zealand shortly after the Treaty of Waitangi was 

signed. Most of these people came from the British Isles 

in search of a better life. At first, they lived in a handful of 

small coastal towns: Auckland, Wellington, Whanganui, 

Nelson, and New Plymouth. Māori outnumbered Pākehā, 

and British power and influence over the country was 

limited. Then, less than five years after the treaty was signed, 

a Māori leader decided to put British power to the test.

The Treaty of Waitangi 
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Ngā Tātarakihi o 
Parihaka 
by Lucy Ira Bailey
School Journal Level 4 
May 2016

In November 1881, around 
1,600 armed constabulary and 
volunteers led by the Native 
Affairs Minister John Bryce 
invaded the pacifist settlement 
of Parihaka. Their goal was to 
destroy the Parihaka community 
and put an end to non-violent 
protests against the Crown’s 
large-scale confiscation of land.  
"Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka" tells 
the story of Te Rā o te Pāhua 
(the Day of Plunder) from the 
perspective of a young girl and is 
partially based on oral histories 
passed down by the author's 
great-grandmother. 

Rarawa was in the bakery, kneading 

bread dough, when she heard the news. 

“The government men were here, 

talking to Te Whiti,” Api cried, bursting 

through the door. Rarawa heard the note 

of panic in her brother’s voice and left off 

her work. Her hands were aching anyway. 

“No need to run to tell us that, boy,” 

Aunty Maata said. “Those Pākehā are 

always here, coming and going, saying 

the same thing and never listening.” 

The kuia shovelled more loaves into the 

oven, swinging the heavy paddle without 

effort. “Now pick up that sack for me.”

Api hefted the  our onto the bench 

where Aunty Maata could better reach it. 

“They read out some sort of proclamation,” 

he continued. “We’ve got two weeks before 

the soldiers come. That’s what everyone 

is saying.”

“We’ll see,” Aunty Maata said. “But I’ve 

heard it all before. Anything else? We’ve 

got work to do.”

“Te Whiti and Tohu have called a 

meeting. Everyone’s coming.”

“Well, we’ll need more bread then,” 

Aunty Maata said, wiping the sweat from 

her forehead. She shooed Api outside and 

came over to check on the loaves. Rarawa 

tried to hide her slow progress, but there 

wasn’t much the kuia missed. 

Aunty Maata sighed, then surprised 

Rarawa by smiling. “Off you go for a swim. 

It’ll wake you up. And come back with 

Rangi. We’ll need the extra help.” She gave 

Rarawa a quick squeeze with one arm. 

“You’ll work better after a break.”

Rarawa wiped her hands and gently 

covered the balls of dough with a cloth. 

As she left, she heard the kuia muttering. 

“It will be all right,” Aunty Maata was 

saying to herself. But Rarawa wasn’t 

so sure. Her brother didn’t usually get 

things wrong. 

Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka* 
by Lucy Ira Bailey

* This title means “The Cicadas of Parihaka”. Parihaka has long associated its tamariki with cicadas. 
This is because children usually stayed inside during winter, emerging in the summer like cicadas with 
their loud, happy chorus. It is a very old metaphor expressing the idea that conflict and difficulty can 
be endured if you stay focused on better times when peace is restored. Summer always returns.
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Mana was central to all political and economic 
relationships in traditional Māori society and 
has continued to shape internal and external 
interactions. This resource shows how three 
texts from the School Journal series can be 
used to support learning in the context of tino 
rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga through the 
various ways that Māori tried to resist colonialism, 
retain land, and assert mana motuhake. Over 
years 7–8, students will have many opportunities 
to learn in this topic, deepen their understandings, 
and grow their critical thinking about the past.

Potential Inquiry Questions
» How did the relationship between 

tangata whenua and the Crown 
change between 1840 and 1881?

» In what ways did the New Zealand 
Wars and the invasion of Parihaka 
break the promises of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi/The Treaty of Waitangi?

» In what ways did Māori try to 
assert their mana motuhake from  
the 1840s to the 1880s?

» What effects of the New Zealand 
Wars can still be seen in society 
today?
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A Struggle for Land 
and Sovereignty
Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga

Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories 
in the New Zealand Curriculum

Years 7–8



Teachers will develop learning opportunities to weave 
the  UNDERSTAND ,  KNOW , and  DO  elements 
together. The big ideas are explored in any learning  
and come alive for students through the contexts. 
Students use the inquiry practices in their learning and 
develop their ability to think critically about the past.

Your students will bring their own perspectives and 
experiences to these histories. They may have personal 
and emotional connections with some of the stories. 
Be aware of this in your planning and use the critical 
inquiry practices to support respectful conversations.

The big ideas of Aotearoa
New Zealand’s histories 

National, rohe, and local contexts

Thinking critically about the past 
and interpreting stories about it 

the learning that matters

Understand

Know

Do

2Years 7–8 | A Struggle for Land and Sovereignty | Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga

USING THIS RESOURCE
This resource provides examples of how you might use the 
three texts to explore the context of tūrangawaewae me te 
kaitiakitanga. The texts have been chosen because of their 
links to the ANZh curriculum at years 7–8 and not for their 
reading year level. Depending on your students, you might 
read some of them aloud. There is also additional teacher 
support material that provides suggestions for literacy 
strategies to help all students access each text.  
See instructionalseries.tki.org.nz

These texts provide a springboard for students to explore:
» contests of authority and control in Aotearoa New 

Zealand, with a focus on the New Zealand Wars and 
events that followed

» strategies that Māori used to resist British and settler-
government troop hostilities

» examples of pan-tribalism in response to rapidly 
escalating immigration, aggressive land acquisition, and 
Crown hostility.

Each text provides a stand-alone learning opportunity, but 
they can be used together to explore the topic more deeply.

ACTIVATING PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
Before reading a story or article, activate your students’ 
prior knowledge to help them fully engage with the text.
There are many ways you might do this. For example:

» Introduce some topic vocabulary and discuss what the 
words mean.

» Share a key image on a screen and have the students 
discuss what it shows (what, when, where, why, and who).

» Devise a questionnaire on the topic. The students discuss 
their answers in pairs and then share with the class. Create 
a class chart of current knowledge that can be challenged, 
changed, or confirmed throughout the inquiry.

See the teacher support material for more information 
about each text.

Know DoUnderstand

I have explored the diverse histories 
and experiences of the peoples of 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

I have built my knowledge of stories 
about the people, events, and changes 
that have been important in my local 
area, including knowledge of the stories 
iwi and hapū share about their history 
in the rohe.

Tino rangatiratanga me te 
kāwanatanga
Government and organisation
The signings of He Whakaputanga o 
te Rangatiratanga o Nu Tireni | The 
Declaration of Independence and 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi | The Treaty of 
Waitangi emerged from a long period 
of complex interactions between hapū/
iwi and newcomers in which Māori 
were the majority. These interactions, 
particularly those with missionaries, 
helped to facilitate the treaty process. 
Also important were the international 
events and ideas of the time that 
informed the Crown’s thinking and 
actions.

Mana was central to all political and 
economic relationships in traditional 
Māori society and has continued 
to shape internal and external 
interactions.

Pacific peoples have experienced 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s colonial 
authority and control. Throughout 
these experiences, they have continued 
to sustain their cultures and assert 
their authority. The New Zealand 
Government has apologised to the 
people of Samoa for past injustices.

Through building knowledge about 
contexts and drawing on inquiry 
practices, I have a broader and 
deeper understanding that:

» Māori history is the foundational 
and continuous history of 
Aotearoa New Zealand

» colonisation and settlement 
have been central to Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s histories for the 
past 200 years

» the course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories has been 
shaped by the use of power

» relationships and connections 
between people and across 
boundaries have shaped 
the course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories.

In my learning in Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories, I can:

» construct a narrative of 
cause and effect that shows 
relationships between events. 
By comparing examples over 
time, I can identify continuity or 
changes in the relationships. I 
can recognise that others might 
interpret these relationships 
differently

» use historical sources with 
differing perspectives on the 
past, giving deliberate attention 
to mātauranga Māori sources. I 
can recognise that the sources 
may not fully answer my 
questions, and that my answers 
are themselves interpretations

» make informed ethical 
judgements about people’s 
actions in the past, basing them 
on historical evidence and 
taking account of the attitudes 
and values of the times, the 
challenges people faced, and 
the information available to 
them.

Progress outcome by the end of year 8

http://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz
https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz/


Note: Additional teacher support material is available to support students with the 
literacy demands of featured texts from https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz

SHOW the students the image on page 10. Ask them to 
discuss what's happening (what the event might be and 
when and where it might be occurring).

REVISE the promises of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, in particular, 
the promise that Māori would retain their sovereignty 
(tino rangatiratanga), that the Crown and Māori would 
uphold one another’s mana, and that Māori would be 
treated as equals. Pages 8 and 9 of the SJSL text  
Te Tiriti o Waitangi provide a useful summary of the 
Treaty articles.

DISCUSS important aspects of mana, such as having 
authority and influence and the ability to make decisions 
that enhance the wellbeing of your community. Mana 
includes protecting people, whakapapa, the whenua,  
and people's connection to the whenua. It also includes 
the power to make decisions that uphold tikanga Māori. 
Return to these aspects of mana as the students learn 
about each war. Have them identify and record examples 
of Māori leaders protecting their mana and ways that 
Treaty promises to uphold Māori mana weren't kept  
by the Crown.

READ pages 10–11. Identify two of the main tensions 
underpinning the wars. (Who will control the country? 
Who will possess the land?) Have the students find 
examples of each, linking these to the concept of mana.

The Northern War (pages 12–14)

PROVIDE a simple graphic organiser and have pairs of 
students identify and record the key events between 
1840 and 1846. Discuss the impact of each event.

RESEARCH Hōne Heke and Te Ruki Kawiti, using 
information on the Te Ruapekapeka website and Te Ara. 
DISCUSS the two men's whakapapa and their responses 
to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, at the time of signing and after. 
Have the students identify adjectives that describe them 
and examples from the text that illustrate their qualities. 

DISCUSS the symbolism of cutting down a flagpole  
and the message Hōne Heke was sending the British.

ASK: In what ways was Hōne Heke exercising his mana  
by chopping down the flagpole?

RESEARCH the causes of the Northern War using 
information on the Te Ruapekapeka website. 

EXPLORE the pā at Ruapekapeka using this RNZ VR 
interactive. The students could use information on slides 
5 and 6 of Pā Tūwatawata to learn more about the design 
of the pā and then research how this design influenced 
trench warfare in the First World War. 

The Taranaki War (pages 15–17)

COMPARE different concepts of land ownership, in 
particular, the rights of whānau and hapū to land versus 
the concept of absolute, often individual ownership.  
For more on this, see the land ownership story on Te Ara.

RESEARCH the establishment of the Kīngitanga 
movement using information on NZHistory. Identify ways 
that the establishment of a Māori king was an expression 
of mana, such as exercising power to make changes to 
benefit your people. 

The Waikato War (pages 18–19)

IDENTIFY the size of the army Grey assembled (14,000 
men) and compare this with New Zealand's population at 
the time using this Te Ara 1840–1881 population graph. 

IDENTIFY the two driving forces behind Grey’s invasion 
of the Waikato (defeating the Māori king and obtaining 
the land for Pākehā settlement).

DISCUSS the strength of Rewi Maniapoto’s declaration  
“Ka whawhai tonu mātou, ake, ake, ake!”

» What would you stand and fight for?

Tītokowaru and Te Kooti (pages 20–21)

IDENTIFY changes that took place after the Waikato 
War, such as the British government withdrawing troops 
and the colonial government's use of kūpapa. Refer the 
students to the text box (page 12) to identify the reasons 
some Māori fought on the side of the government.

WATCH this Māori Television video describing the 
relationship between Te Kooti and Ngāi Tuhoe.

Review and reflect
IDENTIFY similarities across the four wars, for example:

» significant imbalances in numbers and resources
» the Crown’s use of troops from overseas
» unmet expectations of an easy victory by the British
» strategies used by Māori to outwit the British.

IDENTIFY acts of aggression by government troops 
against Māori communities and summarise ways that 
Māori communities responded to these acts.
INVESTIGATE the respective sizes of the Māori and 
Pākehā populations from 1840 to 1872, using this Te Ara 
Encyclopedia graph. Discuss how population changes 
may have been a factor in the shifting balance of power.
ASSIGN students to events on the timelines (pp 13–21) 
or to other events between 1810 and 1872, such as the 
musket wars. Provide additional information about 
each event or have the students research it themselves. 
They could then form a timeline, share information, and 
discuss connections with events before and after their 
own, to find examples of cause and effect.
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In the nineteenth century, a handful of M ori tribes fought a series 
of wars against the might of the British Empire – the world’s largest 
superpower at the time. Although M ori were eventually defeated, 
the British didn’t always have it their own way. 

by Ross Calman
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Koror reka around 1835 (at the time, 
New Zealand’s largest European settlement)

Beginnings
The New Zealand Wars were fought between 1845 and 

1872. They were about who controlled the country and 

who owned the land. When Europeans arrived, Māori had 

already been in Aotearoa for more than five hundred years. 

New Zealand may have looked wild and uninhabited to the 

first Europeans, but this was misleading. Every part of 

the country was divided among iwi, hapū, and whānau. 

In each place, someone had the right to grow kūmara, 

gather fern-root, take birds or timber, or catch fish.

Organised groups of settlers started arriving in 

New Zealand shortly after the Treaty of Waitangi was 

signed. Most of these people came from the British Isles 

in search of a better life. At first, they lived in a handful of 

small coastal towns: Auckland, Wellington, Whanganui, 

Nelson, and New Plymouth. Māori outnumbered Pākehā, 

and British power and influence over the country was 

limited. Then, less than five years after the treaty was signed, 

a Māori leader decided to put British power to the test.

The Treaty of Waitangi 
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DO Inquiry practices The activities and prompts suggested below call on and help develop the critical 
inquiry practices.

3Years 7–8 | A Struggle for Land and Sovereignty | Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga

Ngā pakanga o Aotearoa:  
A time of conflict
Challenges to the mana of tangata whenua in the 
nineteenth century led to widespread conflict in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

BIG
IDEA

The course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand's history has been 
shaped by the exercise and 
effects of power.

https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz
https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz/Instructional-Series/School-Journal-Story-Library/Te-Tiriti-o-Waitangi
https://www.ruapekapeka.co.nz/cast-of-characters/
https://teara.govt.nz/en
https://www.rnz.co.nz/programmes/nz-wars/story/2018619154/ruapekapeka-vr-experience
https://www.rnz.co.nz/programmes/nz-wars/story/2018619154/ruapekapeka-vr-experience
https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz/Instructional-Series/Connected/Connected-2020-Level-4-Feeling-the-Heat/Pa-Tuwatawata-and-the-New-Zealand-Wars
https://teara.govt.nz/en/land-ownership/page-1
https://teara.govt.nz/en/graph/36364/maori-and-european-population-numbers-1840-1881
https://www.teaomaori.news/native-affairs-tuhoe-and-te-kootis-history-reclaimed
https://teara.govt.nz/en/graph/36364/maori-and-european-population-numbers-1840-1881
https://teara.govt.nz/en/graph/36364/maori-and-european-population-numbers-1840-1881


Note: Additional teacher support material is available to support students with the 
literacy demands of featured texts from https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz

READ "Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka" (pages 2–7). 

USE a three-level guide like the one below to unpack the story. The students should 
decide whether each statement is true or false using evidence from the story to 
support their answers. (Adapt the statements to suit your students' needs.) Have 
them share their responses in pairs or groups before discussing the answers as a class.

LEVEL 1: Understanding what is happening 
» Te Whiti and Tohu are leaders of the Parihaka community.
» The people at Parihaka had been protesting about government actions.
» The soldiers fired cannons at the village.

LEVEL 2: Reading between the lines (understanding what's implied by the text) 
» Te Whiti wanted a peaceful relationship with Pākehā. 
» The children greeted the soldiers because they wanted to welcome them.
» The story has a happy ending.

LEVEL 3: Thinking beyond the text (talking about the issues related to the text) 
There isn’t necessarily a right or wrong answer. The point is to debate both sides.

» Non-violent resistance is more powerful than weapons.
» The government has a right to decide ways that people can protest.
» The story of Parihaka is significant for all New Zealanders.

READ "Parihaka: A Brief History" (pages 8–9). 

MODEL how to annotate a text, for example, by:
» highlighting key words (use think-alouds to explain why the words are important)
» putting question marks beside ideas you’re not sure about
» identifying information relevant to an inquiry question
» making connections with other texts or ideas.

Have the students annotate the text themselves and then compare their annotations 
with those of a partner to discuss any differences.

RESEARCH the story of Parihaka using this National Library Topic Explorer.  
Use images in the topic explorer to retell the story of Parihaka.

READ the pepeha on page 29 and prompt the students to make connections between 
the names of the maunga and awa and the map at the bottom. Identify the ancestral 
rights and mana of the Waitaha people and how they can trace these back to the arrival 
of the waka Te Arawa. Emphasise the richness of the resources in the region.

READ pages 28–33. Identify factors that may have shaped Hakaraia.
» What skills did Hakaraia possess?
» How did his beliefs influence his actions?
» What was a key turning point for Hakaraia? 

RESEARCH the Kīngitanga and the Taranaki and Waikato wars using the School 
Journal article "Ngā Pakanga o Aotearoa: The New Zealand Wars" as well as the 
activities on pages 3 of this resource. Discuss the two aims of the KĪngitanga: to  
retain Māori land and restore Māori mana. 

» In what ways had the mana of Māori been oppressed? 
» In what ways was the Kīngitanga an expression of power?

LEARN more about the pā at Pukehinahina using information on slides 7 and 8 of  
Pā Tuwatawata.

DISCUSS why it took 150 years for Hakaraia to be commemorated in the Bay of 
Plenty. Explore who is commemorated in your rohe and why.

Review and reflect
REVIEW the skills Hakaraia had as a leader and military strategist and the mana he 
held. Identify ways that his faith was evident in his actions and those of his followers. 

EXAMINE ways that narratives about Hakaraia have shifted over time and critique the 
perspectives that underpin different narratives.

SHOW the students The Pencil Sword: Lest we forget, a cartoon by Toby Morris that 
asks why many New Zealanders know more about Gallipoli than they do about the 
New Zealand Wars. Discuss why it is both challenging and important for all New 
Zealanders to understand the history of our country.

The Waitaha people have always lived beside the water. For hundreds of years, 
their rohe was the coastal land south of Tauranga. But in the early nineteenth 
century, Waitaha had to  ee inland to escape warring tribes. They were given shelter 
at Lake Rotorua by their Te Arawa kin. Although this meant they were still by the water, 
it was not their home. The people of Waitaha never stopped thinking about their own 
whenua. And they never stopped hoping that one day they might return.

THE RETURN
One miraculous day in 1836, some visitors arrived on the shores of Lake Rotorua. 
They were from far away to the north. Two of the people were Pākehā – the Reverend 
Thomas Chapman and his wife, Anne. Another of the visitors was a man who looked 
familiar. His whānau thought they were seeing a ghost. This was Māhika, who had 
been taken from his iwi twelve years earlier by the same warriors who had seized 
their land. None of his people ever expected to see Māhika again. But he had survived, 
learnt to read and write at a mission school in Northland, and eventually converted to 
Christianity. Along with his new religion, Māhika had a new name: Hakaraia.

  Hakaraia 
   Warrior  Peacemaker

by Mark Derby

KO WAITAHA 
TE IWI

Ko Otawa te maunga
Ko Te Rapa-rapa-a-hoe te awa

Ko Hei te tipuna
Ko Takakopiri te tangata

Ko Waitaha te iwi
Ko Te Arawa te waka.

The tīpuna of the Waitaha iwi – the chief 
Hei and his son Waitaha – arrived in Aotearoa 
on the waka Te Arawa. As the waka passed 
the entrance of Tauranga Harbour, 
Hei claimed the land for his descendants. 
By the nineteenth century, the Waitaha 
people mainly occupied the land between 
Tauranga Harbour and the Waiari River, 
including the area inland up to the Kaimai 
Ranges. It was a beautiful region with rich 
soil for crops, many birds in the forests, 
and many eels in the rivers. Today Te Puke 
is the main town within the rohe of Waitaha.
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DO Inquiry practices The activities and prompts suggested below call 
on and help develop the critical inquiry practices. DO Inquiry practices The activities and prompts suggested below call 

on and help develop the critical inquiry practices.
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Hakaraia: A  
forgotten leader
Hakaraia was an important 
leader and man of mana whose 
life was shaped by contested 
power in the nineteenth century.

Parihaka: A  
story of peaceful 
resistance
Mana can be expressed in different 
ways, including passive resistance.

Rarawa was in the bakery, kneading 

bread dough, when she heard the news. 

“The government men were here, 

talking to Te Whiti,” Api cried, bursting 

through the door. Rarawa heard the note 

of panic in her brother’s voice and left off 

her work. Her hands were aching anyway. 

“No need to run to tell us that, boy,” 

Aunty Maata said. “Those Pākehā are 

always here, coming and going, saying 

the same thing and never listening.” 

The kuia shovelled more loaves into the 

oven, swinging the heavy paddle without 

effort. “Now pick up that sack for me.”

Api hefted the  our onto the bench 

where Aunty Maata could better reach it. 

“They read out some sort of proclamation,” 

he continued. “We’ve got two weeks before 

the soldiers come. That’s what everyone 

is saying.”

“We’ll see,” Aunty Maata said. “But I’ve 

heard it all before. Anything else? We’ve 

got work to do.”

“Te Whiti and Tohu have called a 

meeting. Everyone’s coming.”

“Well, we’ll need more bread then,” 

Aunty Maata said, wiping the sweat from 

her forehead. She shooed Api outside and 

came over to check on the loaves. Rarawa 

tried to hide her slow progress, but there 

wasn’t much the kuia missed. 

Aunty Maata sighed, then surprised 

Rarawa by smiling. “Off you go for a swim. 

It’ll wake you up. And come back with 

Rangi. We’ll need the extra help.” She gave 

Rarawa a quick squeeze with one arm. 

“You’ll work better after a break.”

Rarawa wiped her hands and gently 

covered the balls of dough with a cloth. 

As she left, she heard the kuia muttering. 

“It will be all right,” Aunty Maata was 

saying to herself. But Rarawa wasn’t 

so sure. Her brother didn’t usually get 

things wrong. 

Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka* 
by Lucy Ira Bailey

* This title means “The Cicadas of Parihaka”. Parihaka has long associated its tamariki with cicadas. 
This is because children usually stayed inside during winter, emerging in the summer like cicadas with 
their loud, happy chorus. It is a very old metaphor expressing the idea that conflict and difficulty can 
be endured if you stay focused on better times when peace is restored. Summer always returns.

R

2

BIG
IDEA

The course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand's history has been 
shaped by the exercise and 
effects of power.

BIG
IDEA

The course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand's history has been 
shaped by the exercise and 
effects of power.

https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz
https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/topics/5b99d6908d2a4e164e3f707e/parihaka
https://instructionalseries.tki.org.nz/Instructional-Series/Connected/Connected-2020-Level-4-Feeling-the-Heat/Pa-Tuwatawata-and-the-New-Zealand-Wars
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/the-wireless/373902/the-pencilsword-lest-we-forget


The School Journal Series
DISCUSS the School Journal as a source of information.

EXPLAIN that the School Journal is a Ministry of 
Education resource for students in years 4–8.  
One of its key purposes is to ensure that tamariki can 
read material written by and for New Zealanders.

Te Takanga o te Wā provides examples of questions that 
students can ask about texts they read, such as:

» What does the source say?
» What information does it provide?
» Who created the source and why? 
» Who was the source created for?
» Whose perspectives are shared in this source?

PROVIDE information about the authors or have 
the students research the authors themselves. 

DISCUSS what the authors bring to the text. 
» Why were these authors chosen to write these texts? 
» What skills or viewpoints do they bring to the 

subject? 
» Why would the writer want to write about this topic?

REFLECT AND RESPOND: 
» These stories and articles helped you learn about ways 

that Māori resisted colonisation and tried to assert 
mana motuhake. What else would you like to know?

» Where could you go to find out?
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An unofficial history of Mount Eden prison.
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Making Connections to the  
Local Curriculum 
DISCUSS whether 5 November should be recognised 
as Parihaka Day. This Beehive.govt.nz press release 
explains how Te Pūtake o te Riri, He Rā Maumahara (the 
national commemoration of the New Zealand Wars) 
was established, including the role played by two school 
students from Ōtorohanga.

INVESTIGATE events that were taking place in your rohe 
between 1840 and 1890. Identify the waves of migration 
that have shaped your community.

IDENTIFY whether there are any street names, suburbs, 
or memorials in your rohe that commemorate military 
leaders. Discuss why some New Zealanders are calling  
for an inquiry into colonial monuments and statues.  
Make connections with movements in other countries to 
remove statues of people who oppressed communities.

For guidance on exploring Māori history of your rohe, 
see pages 3–4 of Te Takanga o te Wā – Māori history 
guidelines for years 1–8 and ANZh local curriculum guide.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
FOR TEACHERS

» The RNZ NZ Wars documentaries are a valuable 
resource for learning more about the New Zealand 
Wars. Watch them yourself first before showing 
selected excerpts to your students. Many contain 
scenes involving violence.

» This e-tangata article provides a summary of the 
underlying causes of the New Zealand Wars.

» Section 6 of the Waitaha Claim Settlement Act 
2013 outlines ways that the Crown’s intentions and 
actions against the Waitaha people, including the 
effect of these actions, were a breach of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi and its principles. 

LINKS TO OTHER RESOURCES
» Te Tiriti o Waitangi School Journal Story Library L4
» Pā Tūwatawata Feeling the Heat (Connected  

Level 4 2020)

DO Inquiry practices Identifying and critiquing sources and perspectives.

5Years 7–8 | A Struggle for Land and Sovereignty | Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga

Exploring sources 
Asking questions about who is telling a story 
and why provides a fuller understanding of 
how we remember the past.

Text copyright © Crown 2022     
See the relevant journal for copyright details for the images. 
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In the nineteenth century, a handful of M ori tribes fought a series 
of wars against the might of the British Empire – the world’s largest 
superpower at the time. Although M ori were eventually defeated, 
the British didn’t always have it their own way. 

by Ross Calman

Nga Pakanga 
o Aotearoa 

THE NEW ZEAL AND WARSTHE NEW ZEAL AND WARS

-
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The Waitaha people have always lived beside the water. For hundreds of years, 
their rohe was the coastal land south of Tauranga. But in the early nineteenth 
century, Waitaha had to  ee inland to escape warring tribes. They were given shelter 
at Lake Rotorua by their Te Arawa kin. Although this meant they were still by the water, 
it was not their home. The people of Waitaha never stopped thinking about their own 
whenua. And they never stopped hoping that one day they might return.

THE RETURN
One miraculous day in 1836, some visitors arrived on the shores of Lake Rotorua. 
They were from far away to the north. Two of the people were Pākehā – the Reverend 
Thomas Chapman and his wife, Anne. Another of the visitors was a man who looked 
familiar. His whānau thought they were seeing a ghost. This was Māhika, who had 
been taken from his iwi twelve years earlier by the same warriors who had seized 
their land. None of his people ever expected to see Māhika again. But he had survived, 
learnt to read and write at a mission school in Northland, and eventually converted to 
Christianity. Along with his new religion, Māhika had a new name: Hakaraia.

  Hakaraia 
   Warrior  Peacemaker

by Mark Derby

Rarawa was in the bakery, kneading 

bread dough, when she heard the news. 

“The government men were here, 

talking to Te Whiti,” Api cried, bursting 

through the door. Rarawa heard the note 

of panic in her brother’s voice and left off 

her work. Her hands were aching anyway. 

“No need to run to tell us that, boy,” 

Aunty Maata said. “Those Pākehā are 

always here, coming and going, saying 

the same thing and never listening.” 

The kuia shovelled more loaves into the 

oven, swinging the heavy paddle without 

effort. “Now pick up that sack for me.”

Api hefted the  our onto the bench 

where Aunty Maata could better reach it. 

“They read out some sort of proclamation,” 

he continued. “We’ve got two weeks before 

the soldiers come. That’s what everyone 

is saying.”

“We’ll see,” Aunty Maata said. “But I’ve 

heard it all before. Anything else? We’ve 

got work to do.”

“Te Whiti and Tohu have called a 

meeting. Everyone’s coming.”

“Well, we’ll need more bread then,” 

Aunty Maata said, wiping the sweat from 

her forehead. She shooed Api outside and 

came over to check on the loaves. Rarawa 

tried to hide her slow progress, but there 

wasn’t much the kuia missed. 

Aunty Maata sighed, then surprised 

Rarawa by smiling. “Off you go for a swim. 

It’ll wake you up. And come back with 

Rangi. We’ll need the extra help.” She gave 

Rarawa a quick squeeze with one arm. 

“You’ll work better after a break.”

Rarawa wiped her hands and gently 

covered the balls of dough with a cloth. 

As she left, she heard the kuia muttering. 

“It will be all right,” Aunty Maata was 

saying to herself. But Rarawa wasn’t 

so sure. Her brother didn’t usually get 

things wrong. 

Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka* 
by Lucy Ira Bailey

* This title means “The Cicadas of Parihaka”. Parihaka has long associated its tamariki with cicadas. 
This is because children usually stayed inside during winter, emerging in the summer like cicadas with 
their loud, happy chorus. It is a very old metaphor expressing the idea that conflict and difficulty can 
be endured if you stay focused on better times when peace is restored. Summer always returns.
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