
Understand
The big ideas of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories

Know
National, rohe, and local contexts

Do
Thinking critically about the past and 
interpreting stories about it

Learning that cannot  
be left to chance

Schools choose topics and develop lessons and activities to weave 

the  UNDERSTAND ,  KNOW , and  DO  elements together.

The big ideas of Aotearoa
New Zealand’s histories 

National, rohe, and local contexts

Thinking critically about the past 
and interpreting stories about it 

the learning that matters

Understand

Know

Do

Our stories:  
Jewish New Zealanders
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Progress outcome by the end of year 8

Understand Know Do

Through building knowledge about contexts 
and drawing on inquiry practices, I have a 
broader and deeper understanding that:

• Māori history is the foundational and 
continuous history of Aotearoa  
New Zealand

• colonisation and settlement have been 
central to Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories for the past 200 years

• the course of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories has been shaped by the use of 
power

• relationships and connections between 
people and across boundaries have 
shaped the course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories.

I have explored the diverse histories and 
experiences of the peoples of Aotearoa New 
Zealand. 

I have built my knowledge of stories about the 
people, events, and changes that have been 
important in my local area, including knowledge 
of the stories iwi and hapū share about their 
history in the rohe.

For the national contexts, I know the following:

Whakapapa me te whanaungatanga 
Culture and identity
Mid twentieth-century Māori migration to New 
Zealand cities occurred at an unprecedented 
pace and scale, disrupting the whakapapa of 
te reo and tikanga and depopulating papa 
kāinga. New approaches to being Māori and 
retaining iwi values and practices were created 
and debated. Movements to reassert Māori 
language, culture, and identity arose throughout 
the country. 

Over time people from a wide range of 
cultures have participated in and contributed 
to Aotearoa New Zealand, while retaining and 
adapting their distinctive identities. The histories 
of Chinese, Indian, and other Asian communities, 
Pacific communities, refugee and faith-based 
communities, disability communities, and the 
Deaf community demonstrate how this has been 
experienced. Some have met barriers.

Advocating for the right to citizenship and 
respect for difference has contributed to the 
development of a more diverse nation. 

In my learning in Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories, I can:

• construct a narrative of cause and effect 
that shows relationships between events. 
By comparing examples over time, I 
can identify continuity or changes in 
the relationships. I can recognise that 
others might interpret these relationships 
differently

• use historical sources with differing 
perspectives on the past, giving 
deliberate attention to mātauranga Māori 
sources. I can recognise that the sources 
may not fully answer my questions, 
and that my answers are themselves 
interpretations

• make informed ethical judgements about 
people’s actions in the past, basing them 
on historical evidence and taking account 
of the attitudes and values of the times, 
the challenges people faced, and the 
information available to them.

Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga 
Government and organisation
The signings of He Whakaputanga o te 
Rangatiratanga o Nu Tireni | The Declaration 
of Independence and Te Tiriti o Waitangi | 
The Treaty of Waitangi emerged from a long 
period of complex interactions between hapū/
iwi and newcomers in which Māori were the 
majority. These interactions, particularly those 
with missionaries, helped to facilitate the treaty 
process. Also important were the international 
events and ideas of the time that informed the 
Crown’s thinking and actions.

Mana was central to all political and economic 
relationships in traditional Māori society and 
has continued to shape internal and external 
interactions.

Pacific peoples have experienced Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s colonial authority and control. 
Throughout these experiences, they have 
continued to sustain their cultures and assert 
their authority. The New Zealand Government 
has apologised to the people of Samoa for  
past injustices.

Tūrangawaewae me te kaitiakitanga 
Place and environment
Māori cared for and transformed te taiao, and 
expressed their connection to place by naming 
the land and its features.

Kōwhiringa ohaoha me te whai oranga 
Economic activity
Iwi and hapū experimented with new economic 
opportunities to enhance their mana. In doing 
so, they built extensive trading networks 
domestically and with Australia.

Below are some examples of 
resources that include histories 
of Jewish New Zealanders and 
links to the KNOW element. 

Copyright © Crown 2022

Te Ara, 2005

Story: Jews
A web article outlining 
the history of Jewish New 
Zealanders, from the 1860s 
up to the 21st century.

https://bit.ly/2ZsxVK2

Jewish Lives, 2021

Ethel Benjamin
A short web article summarising 
the life of Ethel Benjamin, a Jewish 
New Zealander who became the 
first female lawyer in Aotearoa 
New Zealand.

https://bit.ly/2ZC50n3

Jewish Lives, 2021

Emily Siedeberg
A short web article 
summarising the life and 
achievements of Emily 
Siedeberg. Emily was 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s first 
female doctor, and opened 
the first antenatal clinic in the country.

https://bit.ly/2XVOhdl

School Journal Level 4, March 2012

Buttons
A School Journal article 
reporting on how the 
students at Moriah School 
in Wellington collected 
1.5 million buttons, which 
represented the number 
of children killed in the 
Holocaust during the  
Second World War. This is only available in printed form. 
Your school may have it in your storeroom or your library 
or you can reorder on Down The Back of the Chair.

https://bit.ly/2ZC5861

Stuff, 2018

The Lost Children of the Holocaust found again 
in memorial
A video and text article 
summarising the Children’s 
Holocaust Memorial, a 
collection of buttons 
representing the children 
who died.

https://bit.ly/3kNCbwa
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All reasonable efforts have been made to obtain permission 
from copyright holders to use their images in this resource.

https://bit.ly/2ZsxVK2
https://www.jewishlives.nz/articles/ethel-benjamin
https://bit.ly/2ZC50n3
https://bit.ly/2XVOhdl
https://bit.ly/2ZC5861
https://bit.ly/3kNCbwa
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/108564270/the-lost-children-of-the-holocaust-found-again-in-memorial
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Understand Know Do

Progress outcome by the end of year 10

Through building knowledge about contexts 
and drawing on inquiry practices, I have a 
broader and deeper understanding that:

• Māori history is the foundational and 
continuous history of Aotearoa New 
Zealand

• colonisation and settlement have been 
central to Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories for the past 200 years

• the course of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories has been shaped by the use  
of power

• relationships and connections between 
people and across boundaries have 
shaped the course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories.

I have explored the diverse histories and 
experiences of the peoples of Aotearoa  
New Zealand. 

I have built my knowledge of stories about the 
people, events, and changes that have been 
important in my local area, including knowledge 
of the stories iwi and hapū share about their 
history in the rohe.

For the national contexts, I know the following:

Whakapapa me te whanaungatanga 
Culture and identity
Since the mid-nineteenth century, immigration 
practices and laws have shaped Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s population and sought to realise 
dominant cultural ideals and economic ends, 
including via Chinese goldminers, Indian and 
Scandinavian labourers, and Pacific workers.

Māori as tangata whenua were excluded from 
these cultural ideals, which they experienced as 
colonising and assimilating.

At different times, various groups have been 
marginalised in Aotearoa New Zealand. These 
groups have sought to remedy injustices 
associated with immigration policies and 
practices (e.g., through the Disability Action 
Group, the Polynesian Panthers, and petitions 
to governments). Governments have sometimes 
acknowledged these injustices (e.g., through the 
poll tax apology and the apology for the dawn 
raids).

Aotearoa New Zealand’s participation in 
international conflicts over time reflects our 
changing view of our country’s place in the world 
and our identity. Our remembrance of these 
conflicts and our honouring of those involved has 
evolved over time (e.g., the Crown apologised to 
Vietnam War veterans and their families for the 
way their service was not recognised).

In my learning in Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories, I can:

• construct a narrative of cause and effect 
that shows relationships between events. 
By comparing examples over time, I 
can identify continuity or changes in 
the relationships. I can recognise that 
others might interpret these relationships 
differently

• use historical sources with differing 
perspectives and contrary views 
(including those that challenge my 
own interpretation), giving deliberate 
attention to mātauranga Māori sources. I 
can recognise that the sources available 
may not capture and fairly represent the 
diversity of people’s experiences

• make informed ethical judgements about 
people’s actions in the past, basing 
them on historical evidence and giving 
careful consideration to the complex 
predicaments people faced, what they 
knew and expected, the attitudes and 
values of the times, and my own attitudes 
and values.

Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga 
Government and organisation
The Crown asserted its power to establish a 
colonial state that in consequence diminished 
mana Māori. Over time, Māori have worked 
inside, outside, and alongside the Crown to 
renegotiate the colonial relationship with the 
Crown and to affirm tino rangatiratanga.

The Waitangi Tribunal investigation process 
and subsequent settlements by the Crown have 
provided an opportunity for reconciliation and 
greater engagement by non-Māori with the 
Treaty.

Aotearoa New Zealand’s relationships with 
Pacific states since the Second World War have 
reflected its own interests. These have coincided 
at times with the interests of Pacific states.

Tūrangawaewae me te kaitiakitanga 
Place and environment
Settlers transformed and later cared for the 
natural world, and renamed places and features 
to reflect their own cultural origins. 

Widespread public awareness and collective 
action about damage to the environment 
became most strongly evident in the late 
twentieth century (e.g., through Manapouri 
dam protests and the Māori-initiated Manukau 
Harbour claim).

Kōwhiringa ohaoha me te whai oranga 
Economic activity
Technological advancements developed the 
economy, along with state-supported land 
acquisition that impacted the Māori economy.

The New Zealand economy has both benefitted 
from and been vulnerable to the impacts of 
economic interdependence.

Below are some examples of 
resources that include histories 
of Jewish New Zealanders and 
links to the KNOW element. 

Copyright © Crown 2022

Holocaust Centre of New Zealand, 2021

Finding Hope: Seeking Refuge in Aotearoa 
New Zealand
An ebook with an illustrated story in 
graphic novel style, with accompanying 
background information. It follows the 
experiences of Jewish people in Aotearoa 
New Zealand over time.

https://bit.ly/3p9UyxE

Holocaust Centre of New Zealand, 2021

Testimony of Deckston child Eileen Silestean 
given by Lisa Silestean
A video of Lisa Silestean 
reading her mother’s account 
of her journey and experience 
as one of 20 Jewish children 
from Poland adopted in the 
1930s by the Deckstons, a 
Jewish New Zealand couple.

https://bit.ly/3zM0Bdu

RNZ, 2010

Marti Friedlander with Lynn Freeman
An audio interview with Marti 
Friedlander, the Jewish New Zealand 
photographer who took the photos 
for Michael King’s 1973 book Moko. 
Marti talks about her experiences 
working with the wāhine Māori 
photography subjects.

https://bit.ly/39HO2Fz

To see Marti’s photographs of kuia and their moko, go to:

https://bit.ly/2ZlPjQy

Stuff, 2021

Our Truth, Tā Mātou Pono: The 1977 hate 
speech attack on Jews in 
Auckland’s Remuera
A retrospective news article looking 
at the first and only conviction 
for hate speech in Aotearoa New 
Zealand.

https://bit.ly/3kLovBN

Holocaust Centre NZ, 2021

Anne Frank Memorial - Launch, Wellington 
New Zealand. 13th June 
2021
A video of excerpts from the 
launch of the Anne Frank 
Memorial in Wellington, 
including an explanation 
of the meaning behind the 
installation. 

https://bit.ly/39FABWC
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All reasonable efforts have been made to obtain permission 
from copyright holders to use their images in this resource.

https://bit.ly/3p9UyxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjN0Zlm9pqU 
https://bit.ly/3zM0Bdu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wzwax0SZs08&t=3s 
https://bit.ly/39HO2Fz
https://bit.ly/2ZlPjQy
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/artsonsunday/audio/2205793/marti-friedlander-with-lynn-freeman-(2010) 
https://bit.ly/3kLovBN
https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/our-truth/300216192/our-truth-t-mtou-pono-the-1977-hate-speech-attack-on-jews-in-aucklands-remuera 
https://bit.ly/39FABWC

