
Understand
The big ideas of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories

Know
National, rohe, and local contexts

Do
Thinking critically about the past and 
interpreting stories about it

Learning that cannot  
be left to chance

Schools choose topics and develop lessons and activities to weave 

the  UNDERSTAND ,  KNOW , and  DO  elements together.

The big ideas of Aotearoa
New Zealand’s histories 

National, rohe, and local contexts

Thinking critically about the past 
and interpreting stories about it 

the learning that matters

Understand

Know

Do

Our stories:  
LGBTQIA+
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Progress outcome by the end of year 8

Understand Know Do

Through building knowledge about contexts 
and drawing on inquiry practices, I have a 
broader and deeper understanding that:

• Māori history is the foundational and 
continuous history of Aotearoa  
New Zealand

• colonisation and settlement have been 
central to Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories for the past 200 years

• the course of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories has been shaped by the use of 
power

• relationships and connections between 
people and across boundaries have 
shaped the course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories.

I have explored the diverse histories and 
experiences of the peoples of Aotearoa New 
Zealand. 

I have built my knowledge of stories about the 
people, events, and changes that have been 
important in my local area, including knowledge 
of the stories iwi and hapū share about their 
history in the rohe.

For the national contexts, I know the following:

Whakapapa me te whanaungatanga 
Culture and identity
Mid twentieth-century Māori migration to New 
Zealand cities occurred at an unprecedented 
pace and scale, disrupting the whakapapa of 
te reo and tikanga and depopulating papa 
kāinga. New approaches to being Māori and 
retaining iwi values and practices were created 
and debated. Movements to reassert Māori 
language, culture, and identity arose throughout 
the country. 

Over time people from a wide range of 
cultures have participated in and contributed 
to Aotearoa New Zealand, while retaining and 
adapting their distinctive identities. The histories 
of Chinese, Indian, and other Asian communities, 
Pacific communities, refugee and faith-based 
communities, disability communities, and the 
Deaf community demonstrate how this has been 
experienced. Some have met barriers.

Advocating for the right to citizenship and 
respect for difference has contributed to the 
development of a more diverse nation. 

In my learning in Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories, I can:

• construct a narrative of cause and effect 
that shows relationships between events. 
By comparing examples over time, I 
can identify continuity or changes in 
the relationships. I can recognise that 
others might interpret these relationships 
differently

• use historical sources with differing 
perspectives on the past, giving 
deliberate attention to mātauranga Māori 
sources. I can recognise that the sources 
may not fully answer my questions, 
and that my answers are themselves 
interpretations

• make informed ethical judgements about 
people’s actions in the past, basing them 
on historical evidence and taking account 
of the attitudes and values of the times, 
the challenges people faced, and the 
information available to them.

Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga 
Government and organisation
The signings of He Whakaputanga o te 
Rangatiratanga o Nu Tireni | The Declaration 
of Independence and Te Tiriti o Waitangi | 
The Treaty of Waitangi emerged from a long 
period of complex interactions between hapū/
iwi and newcomers in which Māori were the 
majority. These interactions, particularly those 
with missionaries, helped to facilitate the treaty 
process. Also important were the international 
events and ideas of the time that informed the 
Crown’s thinking and actions.

Mana was central to all political and economic 
relationships in traditional Māori society and 
has continued to shape internal and external 
interactions.

Pacific peoples have experienced Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s colonial authority and control. 
Throughout these experiences, they have 
continued to sustain their cultures and assert 
their authority. The New Zealand Government 
has apologised to the people of Samoa for  
past injustices.

Tūrangawaewae me te kaitiakitanga 
Place and environment
Māori cared for and transformed te taiao, and 
expressed their connection to place by naming 
the land and its features.

Kōwhiringa ohaoha me te whai oranga 
Economic activity
Iwi and hapū experimented with new economic 
opportunities to enhance their mana. In doing 
so, they built extensive trading networks 
domestically and with Australia.

Below are some examples of 
resources that include histories 
of LGBTQIA+ communities and 
links to the KNOW element. 

Copyright © Crown 2022

NZ Herald, 2017

What is Takatāpui? | Māori LGBTQ
A short animation in te reo 
Māori with English captions, 
exploring a different version 
of the love story of Hinemoa 
and Tutanakai.

https://bit.ly/3GphLC8

Te Papa, 2020

There are ghosts in this place: Growing up 
Sāmoan and queer in 1990s South Auckland
An article in which Pacific Studies 
lecturer Seuta‘afili Dr Patrick 
Thomsen reflects on his coming-of-
age in Queen City. Includes posters 
from the 1990s about safe sex.

https://bit.ly/3EBt4ps

Te Papa, 2020

Watch: What makes a queer object?
A video in which Chris Brickell 
shares some queer objects from 
Te Papa Tongawera’s collection. 
The discussion links to identity, 
community and barriers for queer 
communities in the past.

https://bit.ly/3b8EyE7

Te Ara

Story: Hōkakatanga – Māori Sexualities
A web article outlining the 
history of Māori sexualities, 
and how they have been 
impacted by colonisation.

https://bit.ly/3CPG1uB

NZHistory, 2020

Bella Simpson
A profile and short video interview 
with Bella Simpson, a young 
transgender activist, on her work 
and her experiences growing up. 
Bella comments on what was accepted and not accepted 
over time in wider public opinion.

https://bit.ly/3ocIU4B

New Zealand Aids Foundation, 2021

New Zealand Aids Memorial Quilt
A website housing the New Zealand 
Aids Quilt project, a memorial to 
those who have died of HIV-related 
illnesses. Includes a searchable 
database of those included in the 
quilt.

https://bit.ly/3EXczER

For the Te Papa webpage for this 
quilt, see:  
https://bit.ly/3bbRh96

Your Stories

See the next page for guidance on sharing these 
stories with sensitivity and respect.
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All reasonable efforts have been made to obtain permission 
from copyright holders to use their images in this resource.

https://bit.ly/3GphLC8
https://bit.ly/3EBt4ps
https://bit.ly/3b8EyE7
https://teara.govt.nz/en/sexualities 
https://bit.ly/3CPG1uB
https://bit.ly/3ocIU4B
https://bit.ly/3EXczER
https://bit.ly/3bbRh96
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Understand Know Do

Progress outcome by the end of year 10

Through building knowledge about contexts 
and drawing on inquiry practices, I have a 
broader and deeper understanding that:

• Māori history is the foundational and 
continuous history of Aotearoa New 
Zealand

• colonisation and settlement have been 
central to Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories for the past 200 years

• the course of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories has been shaped by the use  
of power

• relationships and connections between 
people and across boundaries have 
shaped the course of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories.

I have explored the diverse histories and 
experiences of the peoples of Aotearoa  
New Zealand. 

I have built my knowledge of stories about the 
people, events, and changes that have been 
important in my local area, including knowledge 
of the stories iwi and hapū share about their 
history in the rohe.

For the national contexts, I know the following:

Whakapapa me te whanaungatanga 
Culture and identity
Since the mid-nineteenth century, immigration 
practices and laws have shaped Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s population and sought to realise 
dominant cultural ideals and economic ends, 
including via Chinese goldminers, Indian and 
Scandinavian labourers, and Pacific workers.

Māori as tangata whenua were excluded from 
these cultural ideals, which they experienced as 
colonising and assimilating.

At different times, various groups have been 
marginalised in Aotearoa New Zealand. These 
groups have sought to remedy injustices 
associated with immigration policies and 
practices (e.g., through the Disability Action 
Group, the Polynesian Panthers, and petitions 
to governments). Governments have sometimes 
acknowledged these injustices (e.g., through the 
poll tax apology and the apology for the dawn 
raids).

Aotearoa New Zealand’s participation in 
international conflicts over time reflects our 
changing view of our country’s place in the world 
and our identity. Our remembrance of these 
conflicts and our honouring of those involved has 
evolved over time (e.g., the Crown apologised to 
Vietnam War veterans and their families for the 
way their service was not recognised).

In my learning in Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
histories, I can:

• construct a narrative of cause and effect 
that shows relationships between events. 
By comparing examples over time, I 
can identify continuity or changes in 
the relationships. I can recognise that 
others might interpret these relationships 
differently

• use historical sources with differing 
perspectives and contrary views 
(including those that challenge my 
own interpretation), giving deliberate 
attention to mātauranga Māori sources. I 
can recognise that the sources available 
may not capture and fairly represent the 
diversity of people’s experiences

• make informed ethical judgements about 
people’s actions in the past, basing 
them on historical evidence and giving 
careful consideration to the complex 
predicaments people faced, what they 
knew and expected, the attitudes and 
values of the times, and my own attitudes 
and values.

Tino rangatiratanga me te kāwanatanga 
Government and organisation
The Crown asserted its power to establish a 
colonial state that in consequence diminished 
mana Māori. Over time, Māori have worked 
inside, outside, and alongside the Crown to 
renegotiate the colonial relationship with the 
Crown and to affirm tino rangatiratanga.

The Waitangi Tribunal investigation process 
and subsequent settlements by the Crown have 
provided an opportunity for reconciliation and 
greater engagement by non-Māori with the 
Treaty.

Aotearoa New Zealand’s relationships with 
Pacific states since the Second World War have 
reflected its own interests. These have coincided 
at times with the interests of Pacific states.

Tūrangawaewae me te kaitiakitanga 
Place and environment
Settlers transformed and later cared for the 
natural world, and renamed places and features 
to reflect their own cultural origins. 

Widespread public awareness and collective 
action about damage to the environment 
became most strongly evident in the late 
twentieth century (e.g., through Manapouri 
dam protests and the Māori-initiated Manukau 
Harbour claim).

Kōwhiringa ohaoha me te whai oranga 
Economic activity
Technological advancements developed the 
economy, along with state-supported land 
acquisition that impacted the Māori economy.

The New Zealand economy has both benefitted 
from and been vulnerable to the impacts of 
economic interdependence.

Below are some examples of 
resources that include histories 
of LGBTQIA+ communities and 
links to the KNOW element. 

Copyright © Crown 2022

New Zealand Parliament, 2019

Rainbow Room
A web page relating to 
LGBTQIA+ history in 
Aotearoa New Zealand, 
including a 20-minute video 
documentary showcasing 
personal stories of queer 
history. 

https://bit.ly/3kSgkDT

Takatāpui, 2017

Growing Up Takatāpui: 
Whānau Journeys
A print and online resource 
exploring the history of 
takatāpui, including Māori 
queer history pre and post 
colonisation. 

https://bit.ly/39IynG2

Schools Pride, 2020

A timeline of Local New Zealand  
Rainbow History
A printable timeline of key 
moments in LGBTQIA+ history 
in Aotearoa New Zealand.

https://bit.ly/3icbNKB 

RNZ, 2021

Matangireia: Season 2, Episode 2 –  
Georgina Beyer
[Teacher resource] A video 
interview with former MP 
Georgina Beyer about her 
experiences growing up 
trans, being discriminated 
against by the law, and 
her later achievements 
in Parliament. There are 
references to suicide, sexual 
violence and sex work – use discretion when viewing this 
resource.

https://bit.ly/2Y57Kc7

National Library

Queer History Research Guide
An explanatory guide for queer 
history resources available 
through the National Library.

https://bit.ly/3od9YRx

Your Stories

See the next page for guidance on sharing these 
stories with sensitivity and respect.

Im
ag

es: G
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
 Takatāp

u
i: E

lizab
eth K

erekere, R
ain

b
o

w
 Y

o
u

th In
c &

 T
īw

h
an

aw
h

an
a Tru

st

All reasonable efforts have been made to obtain permission 
from copyright holders to use their images in this resource.

https://bit.ly/3kSgkDT
https://www.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/history-and-buildings/buildings-and-grounds/parliament-house/rainbow-room/ 
https://bit.ly/39IynG2
https://takatapui.nz/growing-up-takatapui
https://bit.ly/3icbNKB
https://bit.ly/2Y57Kc7
https://bit.ly/3od9YRx


Our stories:  
LGBTQIA+

Copyright © Crown 2021

As with other stories about conflict and discrimination, exploring queer perspectives and 
stories throughout our past could at times touch on issues that are highly relevant or 
personal to some of your students. If discussing discrimination or anti-queer abuse, please 
be sensitive to the feelings of any students who may have experience of this. 

When using these or other resources, approach curriculum design in an inclusive and 
mana-enhancing way that supports all students’ safety and wellbeing. See “Helpful 
resources” below for further information and ideas for your planning.

Language and terminologies are constantly evolving, and words can mean different things to people 
who use them. Some common terms used by youth to discuss gender, sex and sexuality are explained 
in InsideOUT’s rainbow terminology guidance. The term ‘LGBTQIA+’ is sometimes critiqued for centring 
Western understandings of gender, sex and sexuality, and for excluding those that aren’t included in the 
acronym. Terms such as takatāpui and MVPFAFF+ and are terms which encompass the diverse gender 
expressions and roles, sexualities, and variations on sex characteristics across Māori and Pacific cultures 
respectively. Delivering a rainbow-inclusive curriculum is not the same as teaching Relationships and 
Sexuality Education. However, exploring LGBTQIA+ perspectives and stories may lead to discussions about 
sex, sexuality, and gender, and knowing your students can help to guide your planning. 

You can see youth discuss these terms and their diverse experiences in Takatāpui - part of the whanau, 
InsideOUT’s More than Four series, the Counting Ourselves report, and Trans past, Trans present. Note that 
the last image of Trans Past, Trans Present is of organs removed from a person, however there is a warning 
beforehand.

For further support here, you can contact your local Curriculum Lead or any of the organisations below. 

Helpful resources before introducing this learning:

Relationships and Sexuality Education – A guide 
for teachers, leaders, and boards of trustees 
(PDF) These guidelines were refreshed and 
distributed to all schools in 2020.

“Develop an inclusive classroom curriculum” on 
the Inclusive Education website gives information 
and support in creating an inclusive environment 
for LGBTQIA+ students.

Sexuality education for curriculum levels 1–4: 
This website includes a range of materials for 
teachers and students designed to support schools 
to develop and implement their relationships and 
sexuality education programmes.

Out on the Shelves lists books with rainbow 
themes and characters, with the aim of supporting 
rainbow young people to find stories that represent 
their identities in positive and affirming ways.

InsideOUT is a national organisation works with 
youth, whānau, schools, community groups, 
youth services, government agencies and other 
relevant organisations to provide safer schools 
and communities for rainbow (LGBTQIA+) young 
people. The website includes a wide range of 
information and resources for use by teachers and 
students.

RainbowYOUTH is a youth-led charitable 
organisation works with queer, gender diverse, 
takatāpui, and intersex youth, their friends, whānau, 
and wider communities to ensure that Aotearoa 
is a place where all young people can thrive. This 
website provides information, resources, and links 
to support services.

Teacher guidance

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4lyxUW1_5XNS-3tgA3dw3LpYNUzxTmvk
https://countingourselves.nz/index.php/community-report/
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/discover-collections/read-watch-play/history/lgbtqi-histories-aotearoa-new-zealand/trans-past-trans
https://health.tki.org.nz/Teaching-in-Heath-and-Physical-Education-HPE/Policy-Guidelines/Relationships-and-Sexuality-Education
https://health.tki.org.nz/Teaching-in-Heath-and-Physical-Education-HPE/Policy-Guidelines/Relationships-and-Sexuality-Education
https://www.inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/supporting-lgbtiqa-students/
https://health.tki.org.nz/Key-collections/Curriculum-in-action/Sexuality-education-for-curriculum-levels-1-4
https://outontheshelves.insideout.org.nz/
https://insideout.org.nz/about/
https://ry.org.nz/

